
V iewers here should have had little trouble recog-
nizing the best part of President Barack
Obama’s well-delivered and occasionally sur-

prising State of the Union speech Wednesday night.
It came about 20 minutes into the 70-minute oration,

as the president turned his attention to energy:
“... no area is more ripe for ... innovation than ener-

gy,” the president declared. “You can see the results of
last year’s investment in clean energy – in the North
Carolina company that will create 1,200 jobs nationwide
helping to make advanced batteries; or in the California
business that will put 1,000 people to work making solar
panels.

“But to create more of these clean energy jobs, we
need more production, more efficiency, more incen-
tives. That means building a new generation of safe,
clean nuclear power plants in this country.”

“... safe, clean nuclear power ...”
We know, Mr. President. Welcome aboard.
“Safe, clean nuclear power” has been a significant

component of our region’s prosperity since 1973, when
what was then called Pennsylvania Power & Light Co.
announced that it had purchased enough land east of
Berwick to build two reactors.

A decade of construction and almost 30 years of
exemplary operation have made what is now PPL’s
Susquehanna power plant a huge asset, while making
the Berwick area a major contributor to the nation’s
energy independence.

All of that could get even better with construction of
another reactor at Susquehanna, if the right political
and economic conditions prevail.

Judging by the president’s own words, the winds at
last are shifting in our favor.

There were several moments in the speech Wednes-
day that revealed Obama as a rookie president who has
been learning on the job that he cannot govern from the
edge. With his endorsement of “safe, clean nuclear
power,” he dramatically distanced himself from the
“green” fringe of his political base.

Sure enough, the “greenies” instantly exploded with
rage. MoveOn.org, the leftist political group that helped
propel Obama into the White House, had enlisted some
10,000 of its members to react instantly, pro or con, to
the president’s first State of the Union speech, as it was
being given. (Thus has technology made our political
discourse even more inane.)

The results of this techno-knee jerk poll produced
what MoveOn judged to be six high and four low points,
with Obama’s reference to “safe, clean nuclear power”
sending the emote-o-meter plunging to its lowest point.

If that bunch thinks it’s wrong, you know it’s right.
Right for our region.
Right for America.
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By TARA SHOEMAKER HOLDREN

P erhaps the last time readers saw Mil-
lville in the headlines, shirts were
being thrown at school board meet-

ings, or accusations were flying against the
PTO.  It’s true that there are numerous dis-
advantages to “settling” for life in a small
town, and embarrassing squabbles are cer-
tainly one of them.  Anyone NOT from a
small town can list other disadvantages as
well:  limited employment, limited athletic
opportunities, lack of commercial tax
income, and worst of all, limited access to
high speed Internet and cell phone service.

Choosing those disadvantages may seem
crazy to some.

But, for some of us who grew up here,
other, more compelling forces pull like
undertow against ambition, against the
desire for high culture, or even the desire
for a six-figure salary.

My first awareness of these forces began
when I was in junior high. I don’t remember
if we wore our band uniforms or not, but we
walked from the high school with our
instruments to stand in Joe Johnson’s front
yard on Walnut Street. We played as the
doors of a van opened and a gurney was
wheeled into his house. We cried and
cheered at the same time and I remembered
thinking that I didn’t really know him very
well, but that I still cared deeply and
rejoiced at his homecoming.

As the decade passed, there were more
events, and not all of them involved happy
homecomings. Instead of filling the front
yards of those touched by tragedy, we filled
their mailboxes with cards, their living
rooms with visitors, and of course, their
refrigerators with food. 

This is what we do. In my town we are
clear about our bonds to each other, and
clear about our God-given purpose on this

earth. It’s true that everybody knows every-
body else’s business, and thanks to modern
technology, gossip now travels at the speed
of a Pentium processor. But it’s also true
that at the first silence-shattering tire
squeal, at the first glimpse of a blast cell, the
great grid-iron of our small town fires up
into high gear and petty conflicts are seen as
just that — petty, and forgotten.  

And now, again, our little town has done
what it does best for those it calls its own.
As Chris Shultz battled for her life against
leukemia, we battled with her and for her.
Her church, her fellow Millville faculty
members, and her friends rallied support
through prayer, cards, banners, fund rais-
ers, the Internet, and of course, food. As a
freckled, smiling child she was part of our
own childhoods, a girl who was raised here,
who chose to stay here and raise her family
in the place she loved best of all. Chris was
not a woman who “settled;” she worked hard

to get exactly what she wanted. Her mathe-
matical mind thrived on planning, but she
did not plan on becoming sick. If she could
have known what lay ahead, I am sure she
would have chosen no other place in which
to leave her children and her husband
behind. We will remain a support for them
in the days and years that come, and her
faith in our love for them will be justified.  

Chris understood this phenomena and
desired it for her own children, and she
would have wanted me to try to explain it,
even though it sounds so trite to “outsiders.”
It took George Bailey a whole feature length
film and a paranormal experience to figure
it out. But surely any “outsider” can see the
miracle that is God’s love in our love for
each other, the triumph that a community
bond holds over the forces of adversity, and
the solace it brings when we each, in turn,
face the brutal truths of the human condi-
tion.

In a small town’s embrace, tragedy is softened

A wiser Obama
endorses nuclear

F or two weeks or so,
U.S. media have gone
all out to “promote”

the “Google issue” and
American politicians repeat-
ed great “noises” in accusa-
tion of China’s internet
management policies and
insinuate the nation’s
restriction on “internet free-
dom.” They have been sim-
ply concocted or patched up
the so-called theory that
Chinese government has
been involved in cyber hack-
ing.

These words and deeds,
which have taken no heed of
reality, are definitely aimed
to impair or tarnish China’s
image and interfere with
the healthy and smooth
development of Sino-U.S.
relations.

Some U.S. political fig-
ures would defend in a
high-profile manner the
“internet freedom” as the
“diplomatic strategy,”
whose goal is to meddle in
other nations’ affairs on the
one hand and to consolidate
American hegemony in
cyberspace on the other
hand.

As a matter of fact, the
U.S.’s international conduct
is determined by its “imperi-
al mindset,” as the “United
Morning News,” Singapore’s
leading newspaper and a
major Chinese morning
daily, said in a recent com-
mentary that one of its
salient features is to direct
other nations’ policies so as
to maximize its own inter-
ests.

Around the “Google”
incident, the United States
has not only focused on the
commercial interest of
domestic companies and
safeguard its own national
security and interests
rights, but also is trying
hard to limit China’s cyber-
space. This is something
totally unacceptable.

To date, Google execu-
tives have expressed the
hope to go on negotiating
with the Chinese govern-
ment and continue to stay in
China, and Google has per-
haps come to realize that
China could do without it,
whereas Google will definite-
ly have no future without
China.

People’s Daily, Beijing

THE VIEW FROM
BEIJING

EDITORIAL

When I read the articles regarding the
settlement in the Nolte accident case I, along
with others, was disturbed by the lawyer’s
assertion that he had eyewitnesses who tes-
tified that the police were close to Nolte’s
vehicle. This suggests that the police were
overly aggressive in pursuit.

The day this happened, we heard it on
our emergency radio scanner. When I
heard that Nolte was heading down Old
Berwick Road, I went outside to watch. I
live in Columbia Park. I saw Nolte’s van
coming at an excessively high speed. It was
not until he passed the road down into the
park that I saw the police cruiser coming,
at least two houses above Cobblestone Inn.
I was convinced that there would be a
wreck, and soon. It was only about two or
three minutes until my wife heard of the
wreck on the scanner. It is hardly a mile
from where I saw Nolte that the accident
happened.

At 60 miles per hour, one is travelling one
mile per minute! To me, it seemed Nolte was
going more than 60! Anyone can easily
check the distance between the police cruis-
er and Nolte one or two minutes before the
crash by simply checking the distance from
the entrance road into Columbia Park and

the second house above Cobblestone Inn,
toward Berwick.

Obviously, I do not have any knowledge
of what occurred elsewhere, but I still have
a vivid image of that day. It did not appear
to me that the cruiser was going faster than
Nolte.

We all know that in pursuing lawsuits,
lawyers seek to include as many sources of
liability as possible, especially those with so-
called “deep pockets.” As a retired minister,
I am keenly aware of this situation. For
years churches have been warned of the lia-
bilities that can face. We now have to do
background checks on Sunday school teach-
ers, pastors, teachers, and Bible school
workers, must have “sexual harassment”
training. If churches do not provide this
they can be held liable.

It’s no wonder they want to find some
supposed “fault” on the part of the police.
They can get a bigger settlement, which also
means higher income for the lawyers! No
one would begrudge Paula’s settlement, it
was woefully insufficient!  But in this matter
it is not the police who are to blame! 

ED COPE
Columbia Park

South Centre Township

2009 was a challenging year for nearly
everybody in some shape or form, and the
Town of Bloomsburg was no exception.  

We lost Bloomsburg Mills, one of our
long-standing, major, local industries.  Vari-
ous commercial stores in our downtown,
including Coles and Quiznos, either closed
their doors or moved elsewhere. A fire that
will be remembered for years leveled three
historic buildings on West Main Street.  

I would be lying if I said I was cheery and
hopeful throughout all of these events, and I
certainly had times when I wished that my
term was coinciding with gains in our pen-
sion funds, lowering health care costs, and a
booming economy.  

But the fact is that the past was never as
rosy as it seemed, and the future is never
quite as dim.  

Look a little deeper, and 2009 was a year
that laid groundwork for the shape Blooms-
burg will take in the better years to come.

To begin, a comprehensive plan for the
town was finalized and adopted by council
in 2009. This plan (available online at
www.bloomsburgpa.org) covers our general,
multi-year goals for everything including
how we envision living, doing business,
relaxing, learning and working in the Town
of Bloomsburg. It analyzed our current
demographics, housing and economic pro-
file, and land use in order to make recom-
mendations on steps we can take to make
Bloomsburg the great place we want it to be.
Though not a “visible” accomplishment, this
plan is a major one.  Council members and
mayors will come and go, so it is critical to
have a strategic, long-term plan in place for
the town and its development. 

A downtown parking study was also com-
pleted. This not only identified the current
trends and challenges present in our public
parking facilities, but provided several rec-
ommendations, both short and long-term, to
make parking easier and more accessible in

Bloomsburg. A committee has been estab-
lished to begin implementing these recom-
mendations. While this will take both time
and money, we now have a path forward to
address this problem. 

Bloomsburg’s purchase of the Streater
property, located at the corner of town along
Fishing Creek and the Susquehanna, neces-
sitated some planning as well, and in 2009
we embarked upon the process of complet-
ing a recreational usage plan for the former
farm.  

Nearby at Town Park, we put to bid the
tennis court project, one of the first items
from the 2007 Town Park Master Site plan to
be constructed. I believe it’s important to
not just care for our existing park and recre-
ational facilities but to invest in the future
as well.

As tough a year as it’s been economical-
ly, some great things have been happening
downtown. 2009 was a year of expansion for
businesses like B Green Loft and Harry’s
Grille. Also, the transfer of two liquor
licenses by council paved the way for the
reopening of Restaurant 112 and a brand
new dining facility at the former Capitol
Theatre, a building that sat vacant for
years.

Finally, flood protection continues to be a
priority of mine, and a project is still being
designed by the Army Corps of Engineers.
When completed, it will give us a much bet-
ter idea of the scope, cost and details of a
proposed flood protection system.

As I enter my third year and second term
as mayor, I want to thank everybody for
your continued support and for this amazing
opportunity. While many things are far from
perfect, I’m proud of the work we accom-
plished in 2009, and I can’t wait to see what
2010 has in store.

DAN KNORR
Mayor

Town of Bloomsburg

Bloomsburg ready for better year

Nolte is to blame, not the police 
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Bliss

“Seriously, just pull my finger ...”

Google
in need
of China

Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.



“When government, in
words and deeds, seeks to
shield its actions from public
view and wave off the media,
the public should be
forewarned — and
suspicious.”

TONY MAURO
Correspondent, Legal Times, Inci-
sive Media, 2001

FIRST AMENDMENT


